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Helvetia Unterstützungs Verein
(Helvetia Beneficial Society)
Columbus, Ohio
Founding Documents & Membership
by Donald G. Tritt

Introduction
Having grandparents, aunts, and uncles who emigrated from
Switzerland in the 1860s, I treasured the many occasions hearing stories of our ancestral homeland—the “old country.” With peers of my
Swiss relatives, I reveled in August 1st celebrations, picnics, club house
gatherings, sängerfests, and shooting events. Captivated by these stories and events, I wanted to know more about their life and times in
Switzerland and—what happened after their arrival in America. My
Swiss grandparents settled in a German-speaking area of Columbus,
Ohio, known today as “German Village.” The first Swiss club in Columbus, the Grütli Verein, was founded in 1870. Beneficial and singing
societies came later in the 1880s and 1890s.
Starting in the late 1980s, I offered to be volunteer historian
for the five clubs making up the Swiss community in Columbus. With
alarm, I learned early records such as membership lists, secretaries’
minutes, event accounts, incorporation documents were widely scattered, in decay or apparently lost altogether. After providing a place
for safe-keeping, historical materials were located and donated to an
archive. Drawing from this collection, offered here is an account of
1
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the founding and initial membership of the Columbus, Ohio Helvetia
Unterstützungs Verein (Swiss Beneficial Society).

Columbus Helvetia Unterstützungs Verein
• Founded: March 24, 1889.
• Incorporation, State of Ohio: October 28, 1889.
• Insurance with Nord-Amerkanischer Grütli-Bund, 1889-1911.
• (name changed) Insurance with the Nord-Amerkanicher
		Schweizer-Bund, 1911-1940.
• (name changed) Nord-Amerikanischer Schweizer-Bund became
		North American Swiss Alliance, 1940 (see note later).
• In 1940, the North American Swiss Alliance designated Columbus
		
Helvetia Unterstützungs Verein as Club #20.

Contained in the following 1916 publication (in translation
from German) is an account of the founding of the Columbus Helvetia
Unterstützungs Verein, celebrating the 50th anniversary of the North
American Schweizer-Bund.
[Sigbert Meier] 50 jähriges Jubiläum des Nord-amerkanischer Schweizer-Bund, 1865-1915. Union Hill, New
Jersey: Michel & Rank. 1916. Pages 55-56, 117-118, 200.
“This association [Columbus Helvetia Unterstützungs Verein]
was founded 24 March 1889. Following an invitation sent to interested
persons, a number of Swiss gathered in Jacob J. Trueb’s Hall on East
Mound Street at 2:00 pm for the purpose of founding a second support
association [ Grütli Verein earlier] in Columbus, Ohio.
“At this first meeting, Mr. J. J. Trueb was elected as the Interim
Chairman and Emil Stämpfli as the Interim Secretary. In this first meeting, among other matters, immediate connection to the North American
Grütli Bund [founded 1865] was warmly recommended. After application for membership was received by the Bund, it was unanimously
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2021
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approved by the Executive Board on May 26 of the same year [1889]
and the Association was included as a section of the Bund, to which
it belongs today [1915].” [Note: “Grütli Bund” and “Schweizer Bund”
are names sometimes used interchangeably].
“When names were called during the first meeting, the following attendees joined the new Association [in Columbus]: Emil Stämpfli,
Jacob J. Trueb, Jos. Kappler, Alb. Baumer, Fred Haeseli, Ed. Schmid,
Jak. Wildi, Fred Gfeller, Henry Hablützel, John Gigax, Emil Schaub,
Jos. Lauber, Adam Richenbacher, Gotfried Durtschi, Jak. Neidermann,
Ferd Buehler, the last who died later in the year. The above are therefore to be regarded as founders of the Association.
“In the course of the year, membership increased from 34,
compared to 57 today [1915]. In the years since its founding [18891915], the Association has mourned the death of 15 members. So far,
the round sum of $1,200 has been paid in sick support, along with other
funds for charity. Total assets are nearly $3,000, along with an extensive library. With other clubs and societies in the city, the Association
is in the best possible condition and enjoys the support of other local
Swiss associations, such as the Helvetia Men’s Choir, Wilhelm Tell
Schützen Club and Swiss Theater Club. Last year [1914] the Association celebrated its Silver Anniversary, which went on in a great way.
“The local section of the Women’s Death Benefit Fund consists
of the following 17 members: Mrs. Fred Fiechter, Mrs. Louis Frey,
Mrs. S. Haeseli, Mrs. J. Kappler, Mrs. J. Wildy, Mrs. S. Diehr, Mrs. W.
Diehr, Mrs. S. Gigax, Mrs. Fr. Schaer, Mrs. Fred Liechti, Mrs. S. Grossenbacher, Mrs. G. Durtschi, Mrs. J. Richenbacher, Mrs. J. Burger,
Mrs. Fr. Ellenberger, Mrs. Fr. Racle, Mrs. W. Schaub, Mrs. K. Zwigard.
The first named sister has died over the years. The business of this section is managed by the Helvetia Support Association.
“Following are names of Presidents of the Columbus Helvetia
Unterstützungs Verein, listing years of service: J. J. Trueb 1889-1890,
J. Kappler 1890-1891, Ed. Schmid 1891-1892, E. Stämpfli 1892-1894,
R. Jenny 1894-1895, J. Kappler 1895-1896, J. Zuber 1896-1897, Fred
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol57/iss1/10
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Schaer 1897-1899, Aug. Werner 1899-1902, G. Durtschi 1902-1904,
Christ. Glauser 1904-1906, Al. Kunz 1906-1907, Fred Peter 1907 (current President).
“It would go too far to top the list of other civil servants, but it
is to their honor that they have always performed their duties faithfully,
helping the association survive and flourish.
“We offer good wishes and prosperity as the North American
Schweizer-Bund advances beyond its golden anniversary.
“Extending greetings on behalf of the Helvetia Support Associations of Columbus, Ohio.
			
Fred. Mueller, Recording Secretary [1915].”

State of Ohio Incorporation
Within seven months after its founding, Helvetia Unterstützungs
Verein applied for Incorporation by the State of Ohio, stating the following:
Name: Helvetia Unterstützungs Verein of Columbus, Ohio
Location: Columbus in Franklin County, Ohio
Purpose: a) The mutual protection and relief of its members,
		
b) To elevate their social, moral, and intellectual condition,
		
c) And for the payment of such sums of money to the
		
families and heirs of deceased members as may be
provided in the By-Laws of the association.

The following officers appeared as signatures to the application:
Jacob J. Trueb, President		
Joseph G. Tritt			
Eduard Schmid
		

Albert Baumer, Treasurer
Gottlieb Gottier

Incorporation was granted October 28, 1889, and filed November 1, 1889 (Ohio Record of Incorporations, Vol. 49, p. 282). A framed
certified copy of this document can be viewed in the MSS1530 manuscript collection at the Ohio History Connection, Columbus, Ohio.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2021
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Historical Note
At the 1938 Convention of the North American SchweizerBund, groundwork was laid for a thorough transformation of the Bund
into a fraternal life insurance organization and, in 1940, changed its
name to North American Swiss Alliance.
Its initial statement of purpose reads:
“The North American Swiss Alliance is a strictly
NON-POLITICAL fraternal organization and has no
other affiliations or commitments. It fosters loyalty to
our adopted country, the United States of America, and
urges full observance of its laws.”
Its initial goals were:
•

Consolidation of the separate efforts of all the
various Swiss societies into one great group.

•

Protection of members in time of need and in case
of death.

•

Promotion of cultural relations and good will between
the United States and Switzerland.

•

Preservation of the traditions and cultural heritage
of the old Fatherland.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol57/iss1/10
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Individuals
Listed in Founding Documents
of the Helvetia Unterstützungs Verein
Integrating information from the 1915 Schweizer-Bund record of the Columbus Helvetia Unterstützungs Verein with materials from the Columbus
historical archive yields the following account of the initial 57 members.
Person		
Canton/State
Birth
Town
				
Adolf Basler		
1867 Uerkheim
Aargau		
Albert Baumer		
1832 Aarwangen
Bern		
Ferdinand Bommer
1866 St. Gallen
St. Gallen
John F. Buehler
1867 St. Gallen
St. Gallen
Ferdinand Buehler
------ St. Gallen
St. Gallen
Anna Burger (John)
1879 Küllstett
Thüringen, Ger.
Rosina Diehr (William) 1867 Ochlenberg Bern		
Elisabeth Diehr		
1870 Ochlenberg Bern		
Gottfried Durtschi
1862 Thun		
Bern		
Frederika Durtschi
1877 Eberdingen
Württemburg,
(Gottfried)					
Germany
Anna Ellenberger
1871 Münchenbuchsel Bern		
(Friedrich)
John Engelhard		
1857 Neerach
Zürich
Friedrich Fiechter
1863 Dürrenroth
Bern		
Bertha Fiechter		
1863
-------------		
(Friedrich)
Louis Frey		
1849 Zuchwyl
Solothurn
Theresia Frey (Louis) 1863 Grove City
Ohio		
John Gerber		
1845 Röthenbach Bern		
John Gigax		
1862 Thun		
Bern		
Lizzie Gigax (John)
1868 Walterswyl
Bern		
Christian Glauser
1863 Muri		
Bern		
John Robert Glauser 1867 Münchlingen Bern		
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2021

Death
1895
1891
1926
1896
1889
1921
1927
1928
1931
1957
1938
-----1947
1914
1933
1923
1929
1939
1922
1936
-----9
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Person		
Birth
Town
Canton/State
			
Gottfried Gottier
1863 Interlaken
Bern		
Otto F. Graf		
1862 St. Gallen
St. Gallen
Henry J. Grob		
1852 Affoltern
Zürich		
Verena Tritt 		
1867 Beggingen
Schaffhausen
Grossenbacher (Samuel)
Friedrich Gugger
1844 Buchholterberg Bern		
Henry Hablützel
1835 Feuerthalen
Zürich		
Aargau		
Siegfried Haeseli
1858 Oberfrick
Elisabeth Haeseli
1863 Columbus
Ohio		
(Siegfried)
Rudolf Jenny		
1852 Iffwyl		
Bern		
Joseph Kappler		
1838 Wattwyl
St. Gallen
Emma Kappler		
1868 Münchenbuchs Bern
(Joseph)
Alfred Kunz		
1865 Pieterlen
Bern		
Joseph Lauber		
1840
--------------		
Elisa Liechti (Fritz)
1874 Bern		
Bern		
Fred Mueller		
1870 Bern		
Bern		
Jacob Niedermann
1844 Niederbüren St. Gallen
Friedrich Peter		
1864 Wiggiswyl
Bern		
Bertha Räcle (Friedrich) 1872 Grulich
Bohemia
Adam Rickenbacher 1856 Zeglingen
Basel-land
Theresia Richenbacher 1869 Küllstett
Thüringen,
(John R.)					
Germany
John Schaad		
1845 Oberbipp
Bern		
Friedrich A. Schaer
1865 Walterswyl
Bern		
Emma Marie Schaer 1871 Maur		
Zürich		
(Friedrich)
Emil Schaub		
1865 Bubendorf
Basel-Land
Barbara Schaub
1866 Lancaster
Ohio		
(William)
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol57/iss1/10
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1926
1894
1919
1933
1932
1902
-----1934
1896
-----1932
1891
1923
1959
1928
1927
1892
1941
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Person		

Birth

Town

Canton/State

Death

Stephan Schluep
Eduard Schmid		
Emil Stämpfli		
Daniel Studemann
Friedrich Studer
Joseph Gustav Tritt
Jacob J. Trueb		
August Werner		
Katharina Wildi
(Jacob)
Jacob Wildi		
John Zuber		
Rosa Zwigard (Karl)

1847
1857
1852
1853
1857
1842
1843
1856
1854

Breiten
Wyl		
Aeschi		
Wahlern
Niederösch
Uster		
Maur
Schaffhausen
Wernfeld

Bern		
St. Gallen
Solothurn
Bern		
Bern		
Zürich		
Zürich		
Schaffhausen
Germany

1927
1931
1924
1934
1891
1902
1901
1945
1932

1856
1856
1873

Bern		
Wiggiswyl
Obergerlafingen Solothurn
Bern		
Bern		

1902
1942
1959

Sources
[Sigbert Meier]. 50 jähriges Jubiläum des Nord-amerkanischer
Schweizer-Bund, 1865-1915. Union Hill, New Jersey: Michel & Rank.
1916. (Pages 55-56, 117-118, 200).
Roger P. Minert & Donald G. Tritt. Translated Membership
Rolls, 1891-1939: Helvetia Unterstützungs Verein. (Private Issue,
Three typewritten copies). Columbus Grütli Society, 1990.
State of Ohio, Record of Incorporations, Volume 49, Page 282:
Helvetia Unterstützungs Verein of Columbus, Ohio, 28 October 1889.
Leo Schelbert & Urspeter Schelbert. Portrait of an Immigrant
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Urspeter Schelbert, Ed. Swiss Colonists in 19th Century America. [Contains Adelrich Steinach, Geschichte und Leben der Schweizer
Kolonien, New York, 1889 with introduction and name indexes pp.
393-525 in English]. Camden, Maine: Picton Press, 1995.
Adelrich Steinach. Geschichte und Leben der Schweizer Kolonien in den Vereinigten Staaten von Nord Amerika, unter Mitwirkung
des Nord-Amerikanischen Grütli-Bundes. New York: T. Bryner, 1889.
Donald G. Tritt. Ed. Ohio Swiss in the Late Nineteenth Century. Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 40, No. 2. Rockport, Maine: Picton Press. June 2004.

				~ Donald G. Tritt, Granville, Ohio

Postscript. It has been a pleasure sharing with our readers, one hundred and five years later, something about—“what happened after their
arrival in America.” (DGT)

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol57/iss1/10
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The 500th
Anniversary
of the
Swiss
Reformation:
How Zwingli
changed and
continues to impact
Switzerland today
by Thomas
Quinn Marabello

Huldrych Zwingli painted by Hans
Asper in 1531.

The year 2019 began the 500

anniversary of The Reformation in Switzerland. The man who would forever change the country we
now know as Switzerland was Huldrych or Ulrich Zwingli, a Catholic
priest educated in humanism, who arrived in Zurich in 1519. Zwingli’s
writings, sermons and alliances with Zurich’s political class allowed
him to change the church in Switzerland and influence other reformers
and faiths over the centuries. Often overlooked in the history of the
Protestant Reformation due to the dominance of Martin Luther and
John Calvin, Zwingli is getting renewed attention with the 500th anniversary of The Swiss Reformation. From conferences to a new film,
people are reexamining the life, legacy and impact of this Swiss reformer who broke with Rome and sought to create a new Christianity.
By examining his life and writings and the works of historians, we can
get a better sense of Zwingli as an important Protestant reformer who
forever changed Switzerland.
th

10
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2021
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The Switzerland of the sixteenth century when Zwingli came
on the scene was not a unified nation as we know it today. Known
as The Swiss Confederation, it consisted of semi-autonomous lands
bound by alliances, language, culture and history.1 The Holy Roman
Empire claimed territories within The Confederation and in 1245, Zurich became an imperial city. In 1499, Switzerland basically got its
independence but remained officially within the empire until the Treaty
of Westphalia in 1648 that ended The Thirty Years’ War. The Swiss
Confederation became an alliance of 13 members and experienced a
“golden age” during the fifteenth century with mercenaries, military
success, efficient organization and good discipline.2
“Yet despite the widespread image of the Swiss as peasants
who stood for the ethics of communalism, Swiss society was deeply divided by struggles between the old nobility, the urban patrician
families, the powerful craft guilds, and those who worked the land.”3
Religion would divide communities in Switzerland, where citizens
identified more with their community then with a unified nation-state.
These struggles would be embodied within the religious conflicts and
battles brought on by the humanist teachings and actions of Huldrych
Zwingli.
Huldrych (or Ulrich) Zwingli was born on January 1, 1481, in
Wildhaus, in the Toggenburg Valley in what is now the Canton of St.
Gallen in northeastern Switzerland. “Zwingli came from the same level
of society as Luther. His family, prosperous farmers from eastern Switzerland, similarly sent their brightest child to Basel, Bern and Vienna
for the best education available.”4 Zwingli was exposed to the humanist ideas and teachings of Desidarius Erasmus, the Dutch priest and
Christian humanist scholar. Humanism spread along with The RenaisBruce Gordon, The Swiss Reformation (New York: Manchester University
Press, 2002), 1.
2
Ibid., 12-13.
3
Ibid., 24.
4
Diarmaid MacCulloch, The Reformation: A History (New York: Penguin Books,
2003), 137.
1
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sance, emphasizing the potential of man, living life to the fullest, human freedom, progress and individualism. While Humanism was not
opposed to the Catholic Church, it would create a lot of questioning
of doctrines, beliefs and practices, and without it, there likely would
not have been the Protestant Reformation. Luther, Zwingli and Calvin
were all influenced by humanist texts and ideas. “It was not surprising
coming from such self-confident, self-reliant communities that Zwingli
shared in Erasmus’s belief that God intended Christianity to be an engine of change and improvement in human society…”5 While Zwingli
and Calvin would break from the Catholic Church, Erasmus and Luther
would stick with Rome, urging reform but not a complete break or
separate church.
Zwingli arrived in Zurich in December 1518 to serve as Priest
at the Grossmünster Church. A year earlier, a German monk named
Martin Luther penned and posted his Ninety-Five Theses in Wittenberg, which began The Protestant Reformation. “What, by comparison, did Zwingli owe to Luther? Nothing, he himself insisted, claim5

MacCulloch, 137.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2021
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Grossmünster
Church in Zürich.
ing that he turned to Christ and to Scripture in 1516, before there
was any public hint of Luther’s protest.”6 This is an interesting notion
since Wittenberg is just 751 kilometers from Zurich. Would Zwingli
have heard about Luther’s stance and the revolt it created within the
church? This would seem probable, but we may never know the answer, since news traveled slowly then and Luther would get a lot more
attention with the Diet of Worms in 1521, which denounced him and
his writings. We do know that Zwingli began his “reformation” on
January 1, 1519, his 35th birthday, with a sermon on the Gospel of
Matthew:
6

MacCulloch, 137-38.
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“After the Gospel according to Matthew I continued
with the Acts of the Apostles to show to the church in Zürich
how and through whom the Gospel had been planted and
propagated. Then came Paul’s First Letter to Timothy. It
seemed especially profitable for the sheep of my flock, as
it contains guiding principles for the Christian Life. Since
some possessed only a superficial knowledge of faith, I
omitted the Second Letter to Timothy until I had expounded
the Letter to the Galatians. . . . Accordingly I also interpreted
the two letters of Peter, the Prince of the apostles, to show
them that the two apostles proclaimed the same [xx] message, moved by the same Spirit. Afterwards I dealt with the
Letter to the Hebrews so that the work and honour of Christ
would be more clearly recognized. . . . Thus I planted. Matthew, Luke, Paul, and Peter watered, but God in wonderful
manner gave the harvest.”7

Zwingli wanted to relate to his parishioners and used his humanist education to interpret and explain biblical passages. “Zwingli’s
preaching thus not only revealed—to many for the first time—the
essential principles of Scripture, but attacked ecclesiastical and social abuses in an Erasmian vein. Not only did Zwingli reject the prepared readings in favor of direct explanation of the New Testament, but
he began to challenge long-standing ecclesiastical customs, such as the
payment of tithes, on the grounds that they had no Scriptural precedent.
Throughout this early period in Zürich, Zwingli’s response to his critics remained adamant: “The Word of the Bible must prevail, whether it
suits us or not.”8 Like other Protestant reformers, Zwingli would focus
on and emphasize the Bible as the source for living, reflecting and
doing God’s will. By giving his own interpretations during sermons,
Zwingli was advancing his ideas and pointing out practices and beliefs
7
Huldrych Zwingli, Selected Works of Huldrych Zwingli, ed. Samuel M. Jackson.
https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/zwingli-selected-works-of-huldrich-zwingli (accessed
October 18, 2020).
8
Introduction by Edward Peters, Huldrych Zwingli, Selected Works of Huldrych
Zwingli, ed. Samuel M. Jackson. https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/zwingli-selectedworks-of-huldrich-zwingli (accessed October 18, 2020).
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not found in Scripture. This was very much a humanist way of thinking
and seeing the world. “For Zwingli the Word of God, not ecclesiastical
tradition, was the sole religious authority, and with this revolutionary
doctrine he attacked the entire apparatus of the medieval church and
at the same time the degradation of standards in the Confederation.”9
What Zwingli said does not seem so revolutionary knowing what we
know about Luther as the “father of the Protestant Reformation.” But
certainly what Zwingli did and said was revolutionary and would forever change Zurich and Switzerland.
The Sixty-Seven Articles were Zwingli’s writings on church
abuses, which could be compared to Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses. He
defended them before Zwingli authorities in January 1523 after the
Pope had demanded he be expelled from Zurich. Zwingli had used
them in his preachings and they were based on his interpretations of
The Bible and church abuses. “Zwingli’s theses represented the evangelical view that a reform of the whole society was possible and that
the agent of change was the governing magistrates.”10 Some of the key
points from the Sixty-Seven Articles include:
“All who say that the Gospel is invalid without the confirmation of the Church err and slander God.”
“For Jesus Christ is the guide and leader, promised by God
to all human beings, which promise was fulfilled.”
“Therefore all Christian people shall use their best diligence
that the Gospel of Christ be preached alike everywhere.”
“In the Gospel one learns that human doctrines and decrees
do not aid in salvation.”
“That Christ is the only mediator between God and us.”

9
Jonathan Steinberg, Why Switzerland? 2nd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge UP,
1996), 31.
10
Gordon, 59.
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“God alone remits sin through Jesus Christ, his Son, and
alone our Lord.”
“The true divine Scriptures know nothing about purgatory
after this life.”11

What we see from Zwingli’s writings are an attempt to change
church beliefs and practices. Did he care about possible repercussions or
see that this was basically breaking away from Rome? Or was Zwingli on
a crusade to do what he believed was right by bringing a new understanding and focus? Zwingli believed the Bible was the ultimate authority, and
church traditions and beliefs such as clerical celibacy, belief in Purgatory
and the sacrament of confession were not legitimate. “For Zwingli, therefore, the meaning of the sacraments shifted from something which God
did for humanity, to something which humanity did for God. Moreover,
he saw the sacraments as inextricably linked with community; the intimate, shared life of a proud city profoundly affected his theology.”12
Zwingli’s survival and success was due in large part to support
from Zurich’s leaders. Without them, he may have burned at the stake.
The region had a population of 55,000, the city of Zurich had 5,000 inhabitants with twelve guilds.13 The guilds were represented in Zurich’s
council which had the power to levy taxes, conduct wars and select the
heads of rural districts.
“The Swiss would have remained Catholic had not a small
group of men succeeded in persuading them that the old religion was
wrong, that their zealous observances were in vain because they were
contrary to the Word of God.”14
Zwingli was a charismatic preacher who was persuasive and
personable. He was a shrewd politician who kept magistrates, laity and
Zwingli’s Sixty-Seven Articles. Christian History Institute. https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/study/module/zwinglis-sixty-seven-articles (accessed October 18,
2020).
12
MacCulloch, 148.
13
Gordon, 47.
14
Ibid., 38.
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clergy on his side.15 The political appeal of Zwingli’s calls for reform
included his opposition to the French alliance, pensions and mercenary service.16 As Zwingli continued to preach and share his ideas, the
council stood by him and the magistrates of Zurich served as his agent
of change. Zwingli’s relations with the ruling families of Zurich were
crucial to the success of his reform movement.17
“All crucial decisions concerning religion, Zwingli argued,
were in the hands of the magistrates, and it was the duty of Christians
to obey. This remark proved prescient as Zwingli’s position as a reformer would over the next two years be defined by his refusal to countenance popular reform. He was prepared to stir the people to pressure
the council into accepting his position, but he would not accept any
notion of reform from below.”18 Zwingli knew his success depended on
continued support from Zurich’s ruling class. Like Martin Luther who
refused to support the German peasants when they rebelled in 1524,
Zwingli knew his reformation would only succeed if approved by those
who controlled the city. The ruling classes of Europe in the sixteenth
century would not tolerate reforms coming from the common people or
through rebellion.
Returning to Zwingli’s theology, he continued to preach and
call for church changes in 1519 and the early 1520s. In the summer of
1522, Zwingli petitioned the bishop of Constance to end priestly celibacy, since it had no foundation in Scripture and was driving priests
into illicit acts.19 “Equally sensational was the rumour that Zwingli had
written this petition as a married man. At some unknown point in 1522
Zwingli had secretly married Anna Reinhart…”20 1522 was a busy year
for Zwingli as he preached that the Virgin Mary was an edifactory, not
an intercessory figure, broke with Rome and was released from his
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priestly duties by the Zurich Council.21 “Within the Swiss Confederation,
the reform movement was still limited to a few friends in other cities,
and Zwingli saw the necessity of linking Zurich with events in Germany,
where Luther’s movement was taking shape.”22 Perhaps Zwingli knew
his ideas and actions could be condemned at any moment, if Zurich leaders were pressured to stop him or decided backing him wasn’t worth it.
By looking to Germany where the Reformation was being led by Martin
Luther, Zwingli hoped to create a unified Protestant movement. While the
two reformers would meet in Marburg in October 1529, they would be
unable to unite due to differences which will be discussed later.
As Zwingli continued to preach, more people started to question the role of the saints and images in churches. He convinced the
city council to establish a grammar school to teach boys and focus
on helping the poor of Zurich. To Zwingli, each poor person was “an
image of God” and caring for the needy was a way to honor God.23
From 1520-25 a series of mandates and ordinances sought to define
and locate the poor.24 By the time the council was engaging in writing poor relief laws, the city had become Protestant and so hospitals,
monasteries and Catholic churches were no longer in charge of poor
relief. The council defined types of poor citizens, with a strong dislike
for beggars. The bottom line for the town council was that begging was
shameful and alms should be given to those who proved they needed
help and weren’t just refusing to work, being wasteful or engaging in
bad behavior, like gambling.25 The government was guided by the ideas
of Zwingli and put those ideas into guidelines for poor relief efforts. It
would seem that one of the guidelines was the Protestant work ethic that
would develop in many denominations. The council was all in favor of
helping those poor who could prove that they were needy and had tried
Gordon, 56.
Ibid., 57.
23
Lee Palmer Wandel, Always Among Us: Images of the Poor in Zwingli’s Zurich
(Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1990), 62-63.
24
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to improve their lives. “Responsible Christians” were those who had a
sense of honor and shame, a desire to support themselves and an unwillingness to beg.26 In January 1525, the council passed the Poor Law
which set forth standards and regulations for treatment of the poor.27
The town council made a fiscal commitment to the poor and their welfare, and the income of the alms office tripled from 1525-1528.28
The other major impact from Zwingli’s preaching was the issue
of icons. “On the issue of images the evangelical preachers did not speak
with one voice. Leo Jud, who had preached against images in St. Peter’s,
took the hard line, arguing for the complete cleansing of the churches, a
position also favored by Zwingli. Others, however, counselled caution,
and some intervened to argue for the continued use of images in churches.”29 Zwingli voiced criticism of church art, believing that wealth should
be used to care for the poor and not for lavish images.30
Violent attacks on images in rural Swiss churches were undertaken by iconoclasts who told the town council that they did this to
sell the materials from the art to help the poor.31 Acts of iconoclasm
dominated from September through November 1523.32 With support
from the town council, works of art were removed from Zurich churches.33 “A commission was formed to remove the images from the Zurich
churches, and for ten days seventeen members of the different guilds
moved from church to church behind closed doors to remove the art,
whitewash the walls, and dismantle the altars. The images were either burnt or melted down to make money to be distributed among the
poor.”34 This idea of selling art and using the money from those sales to
distribute to those in need was a new phenomenon and one that would
26
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have a big impact in Zurich. Zwingli, Calvin and other Protestant reformers had a problem with churches filled with ornate art and expensive icons. To them, images were not needed in churches as people
would often pray directly to the images themselves, which was seen as
idolatry. For Zwingli and his followers, the only acceptable religious
images were those that were simplistic, inexpensive to produce, and
ones that portrayed Jesus Christ surrounded by the poor.
Zwingli continued to have tremendous influence and got approval from the Zurich council in April 1525 to abolish the mass.35 Not
everyone supported Zwingli and divisions started to appear that year.
“The events up to 1525 had put before the Swiss Confederation an unfamiliar problem. For all its regional diversity and local identities, the
Confederates had been bound by one religion. It was perhaps the one
thing which united them, and now one of the most powerful of the Confederates had fallen into heresy.”36 With Zurich ending the mass and
Zwingli’s views becoming seen by some as too radical, the city and its
reformer would face Martin Luther and the other Swiss Confederation
states. The dispute over the Sacrament of the Eucharist was the defining issue of the early Reformation.37 Widespread debate over this led
to Martin Luther and Ulrich Zwingli having a colloquy in Marburg in
October 1529 at the castle of Landgrave Philip of Hesse. Zwingli didn’t
want to argue with Luther, but believed he was wrong to insist in the
bodily presence of Christ in the eucharist.38 Luther viewed Zwingli not
as an equal but as a heretic.39 The two early Protestant reformers, both
once Catholic priests and humanist educated, who shared views including rejecting papal authority and emphasizing the Bible, were unable to
reconcile their differences over the eucharist. Philip of Hesse had hoped
to unite all Protestants to take on the Catholic Church and this would
not come to be. “The Swiss were not to be part of a German Protestant
35
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Luther and Zwingli standing and engaged in conversation at the
Marburg Colloquy.
alliance. This was essentially Zwingli’s project, and it had failed. The
outbreak of plague in Marburg in October sent the participants scurrying
from the city.”40
The permanent division between Protestants would continue
with the rise of the Anabaptists. They were Ultra-Zwinglians and the
word Anabaptist meant “rebaptizers.”41 The Anabaptists believed you
should be baptized as an adult and would be seen as too radical
by Luther, Zwingli and other reformers. After the Marburg Colloquy,
Zwingli continued to preach, spread his ideas and work with the Zurich council. “The evangelical movement spread in the Swiss lands
through small networks of friends, most of humanist disposition, who
saw themselves as a fraternity committed to the reform of religion and
society. Zwingli stood at the centre of this web of contacts and all the
key figures were at some point in contact with him.”42
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Zurich put pressure on communities of the Thurgau to adopt
the Reformation. In May 1529, the Landsgemeinde (Swiss cantonal
assembly) decided each community should be allowed to choose their
form of worship. Zwingli then formed the Christian Civic Union, an
evangelical confederation that would ally Protestant leaders within the
Holy Roman Empire.43 “Zwingli sought to redefine the Confederation
as a religious body, held together by a common adherence to the Gospel in opposition to the Roman church. Instead of governance through
mutual consent, he envisaged a Confederation led by Zurich, and he
was highly successful in redirecting Zurich’s age-old hegemonic aspirations to serve the spread of the Reformation.”44
By 1529, the Swiss Reformation was collapsing. “The Catholics were eager to punish the evangelicals in the territories as heretics,
but Zurich insisted that religious belief was not grounds for action
against any individual.”45 Zwingli started to speak of war, but faced
opposition from Berne and from within Zurich. He imposed a blockade
so Zurich could not trade with Catholics and dreamed of an anti-papal
and anti-imperial alliance with Philip of Hesse.46 In a sermon, Zwingli
addressed the unpopularity of the blockade: “I see that the most faithful
warnings cannot save you; you will not punish the pensioners of the
foreigners...As for thee, O Zurich, they will give thee thy reward; they
will strike thee on the head. ...But God will not the less preserve His
World, and their haughtiness shall come to an end.”47 Zwingli’s optimism and calls for patience would not last. When people’s livelihoods
are at stake, they are not likely to support anything that impacts this.
The other major cities of Basle and Constance were also unwilling to
support a religious war, which seemed inevitable.
Gordon 114.
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With Catholics unwilling to allow evangelicals to preach in
their states, Zurich prepared for war, despite lacking the financial resources to do so.48 “Zwingli himself hastily mustered a force from the
city and encountered the cantonal army at Kappel on October 31, 1531.
The Zürich army, poorly led and outmanned, was defeated and Zwingli
was killed in battle. Zürich then capitulated in the Second Peace of
Kappel, and the Swiss reformation was contained for a time within its
old boundaries.”49 With a surprise attack by Catholics, Zwingli was
captured and executed.50 The reformer of Zurich who had spread his
ideas and influence across Switzerland and into Germany was dead at
the age of 47. The Catholics later held a mock trial for heresy, found
Zwingli guilty of treason and quartered and burnt his body.51
The death of Zwingli was a huge blow to his reformation.
However, in many ways, it was a blessing for Switzerland. “The Second Peace of Kappel introduced the principle of each state abiding by
its own faith, though the terms of the peace referred to Catholicism as
the true religion.”52 Switzerland would not experience the costly and
deadly religious wars that most of Europe would face in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, remaining neutral and peaceful.53
The Second Kappel Peace protected Catholics and permitted
the Reformed religion within specific circumstances.54 In Zurich, many
viewed their defeat at Kappel as divine punishment for the introduction
of a false religion and those who supported Zwingli were held responsible for the humiliating disaster.55
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The death of Zwingli did not mean the death of the Swiss Reformation too. The Swiss Reformed Church was established as a compromise, with a covenant between God and humanity at the core of
Zwingli’s theology as a central part of this faith.56 A distinguishing
aspect of the Swiss Reformation was its emphasis on the ordering of
the world according to God’s will. The Bible was treated as a law book,
full of guidelines for Christian conduct and the powers of the state.
It was a vision which emerged from a mix of Swiss communalism,
Luther’s reading of St. Paul, Erasmian humanism, and Zwingli’s own
experiences of the horrors of war and the mercenary service.”57
The Zurich Bible appeared in 1531, a major translation
achievement that would allow ordinary people access to the Word
of God. Heinrich Bullinger would lead Zurich as de facto bishop,
carrying forward Zwingli’s ideas and calls for change. “Swiss evangelical thought spread like wildfire through the southern German cities, appealing to artisans and craftsmen; Zwingli’s work was often
read in preference to Luther’s, largely on account of its emphasis on
the communal nature of the church and the lucidity of the Zurich reformer’s position on the sacraments.”58 As time went on, Swiss Reformed churches would merge with Calvinism, the dominant Protestant faith started by French-born priest John Calvin who settled in
Geneva, Switzerland, in 1536. “The relative stability and tranquility
of the Swiss states enabled a Reformed culture to take root as schools,
academies, printing houses, and libraries were built and occupied by
men of great learning.”59 Zwingli can also take credit for creating the
first evangelical church synods, which would greatly impact other religions and politics. “Majority voting was a new idea in communities
which had previously made decisions by reaching consensus; it was
also an obviously useful device for overcoming traditionalist minority obstruction. Zwingli extended the principle by organizing territorial
56
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assemblies, including both clergy and lay delegates who would make
common decisions on worship for the parishes of each territory. He thus
created the first evangelical church synods, which in many later more
fully developed Reformed systems formed part of a tiered structure of
such decision-making bodies, some alternatively called presbyteries.”60
In 2019, the Swiss began
celebrating the 500th anniversary
of their Reformation. Included in
this has been renewed interest in
Ulrich Zwingli with revisionist
history examining his life, legacy
and impact, a Swiss Mint silver
franc coin issued, a film, and international conference held at
Calvin University in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The Reformer—
Zwingli: A Life’s Portrait, a film
by Stefan Haupt released in 2019,
was a commercial success across
Switzerland, raising questions
about religion and identity.61 It won the Swiss Film Prize for 2019, but
has not been widely released or available in the United States. Interest
in the film shows that the Swiss still look to Zwingli and are interested
in his life and impact on their country. According to Bruce Gordon
who gave the introductory lecture at The Swiss Reformation at 500
Conference, Zwingli with words and weapons proclaimed Christ, was
a controversial and reviled figure in Zurich, and brought a new attitude,
work ethic and social welfare system that led to Swiss affluence that
we know today.62 A “child of the Alps,” Zwingli was celebrated in 1819
MacCulloch, 175-76.
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Reformer and His Legacy,” Swiss Reformation at 500 Conference, Calvin University,
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Swiss United Church of Christ, New Glarus, Wisconsin, 1858.
during the 300th anniversary of his arrival in Zurich as a rational humanist and example of a man of church and state existing in harmony.63
In addition, he was the only reformer to die on the battlefield
and is still seen as a more liberal theologian.64 His successor Heinrich
Bullinger kept his memory alive, believing that Zwingli was a “true
prophet.”65 It might not be too much of a leap to state that Zwingli was
the father of modern Switzerland.
Beyond Switzerland, The Swiss Reformed Church includes 26
member churches organized as part of the Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches in 1920. In 1845, 27 families from Glarus, Switzerland
moved to Wisconsin and created the town of New Glarus. Zwingli had
once been a pastor in Glarus and his teachings formed the basis of faith
Bruce Gordon, “Remembering Zwingli in 2019: Current Debates About the
Reformer and His Legacy.”
64
Ibid.
65
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for the community in New Glarus.66 Swiss settlers built the Swiss United Church of Christ log church there in 1849, then rebuilt it in stone in
1858 and the current church was built in 1900.67 The annual meeting
of the Swiss American Historical Society was going to be held in New
Glarus in October 2020 for the town’s 175th anniversary, but had to be
cancelled due to COVID-19.
In conclusion, the life and impact of Ulrich Zwingli on Protestantism and Switzerland is worth reexamining 500 years later. It is
clear he had a major impact, but is often overshadowed by fellow Protestant reformers Martin Luther and John Calvin. According to Swiss
historian Thomas Maissen, Zwingli was the most significant figure in
Swiss history and his reformation was the most significant contribution
to world history.68 Zwingli’s death on the battlefield in 1531 cut short
the life of a man who dominated and essentially ruled Zurich for over a
decade. If he had lived longer, would the Swiss Reformed Church have
attracted more followers? Might Calvin not have become such an impactful theologian from his base in Geneva? Would Switzerland have
participated in the religious wars that consumed Europe? The “what
ifs” are worth pondering when reflecting on Zwingli as a leader, politician, theologian and reformer. “If Luther’s life gave the Wittemberg
reformer a profound understanding of the torments of the spirit, and
Calvin the Frenchman in Geneva knew what it meant to be a refugee, Zwingli was driven by a visceral hatred of human corruption and
impurity. He was repelled by what he saw in the world: bribes, prostitution, poverty, and injustice.”69 Perhaps Zwingli was an early civil
rights activist who broke with the Catholic Church and convinced the
Zurich council to focus on poor relief and civic responsibility. “Zwingli’s more deliberate reform program produced the urban theocracy, the
“History of the Swiss United Church of Christ, New Glarus, Wisconsin.”
https://www.swisschurch.org/history (accessed November 15, 2020).
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Zwingli stained glass depiction at The Swiss Church in London,
England.
Christian city-state ruled by godly magistrates and pastors, the ideal
which influenced not only Bern, Strasbourg, and Geneva, but Münster
and the early Massachusetts towns as well.”70 Zwingli was a politician
who was able to work with and gain significant support from the leaders of Zurich. His influence on territorial assemblies and church synods
spread beyond Zurich, becoming a model for Reformed Churches in
the new world.71 And finally the acceptance of religious choice in Switzerland after Zwingli’s death led to the birth of a unique, modern and
70
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Statue of Ulrich Zwingli, holding the Bible and a sword, Wasserkirche,
Zurich, Switzerland.
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Swiss franc coins from 2017 depicting Calvin and Zwingli for the start
of the 500th anniversary of The Reformation.
neutral nation within a continent that would experience lots of division
and turmoil. “That neutrality had its rewards was not lost on the Swiss
either. Trade and living standards were never as good in the seventeenth century as they were during the Thirty Years War. The Swiss
began to associate neutrality with profit, virtue and good sense.”72
These principles continue today, with Swiss political neutrality, order,
punctuality and profitable, high quality banks. Ulrich Zwingli was a
complex figure who both united and divided Switzerland, religiously
and politically. This populist preacher, humanist and reformer sought
to create a more simple form of Christianity that included caring for
the poor and less fortunate. Zwingli embodied Swiss virtues that still
resonate today. His impact is still felt 500 years later, from Protestants
who may never have heard his name, to Switzerland, his native country, that he forever changed.
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Black History Month
at the Swiss Embassy
February 2020
by C. Naseer Ahmad
Introduction
The Swiss Embassy in Washington has a unique place historically, diplomatically as well as culturally. It ties the United States with
Switzerland in a way that no other diplomatic representative office
can: the parcel of real estate on which the Swiss Ambassador’s residence is built on what was once considered as a possible location for
the United States Congress.
Besides the historical importance of the residence of Switzerland’s top diplomat in Washington, D.C., the country’s neutrality
makes it an important player in helping to promote dialogue with
nations with which the U.S. does not maintain diplomatic relations
with. The ambassadors sent to the U.S. to represent Switzerland are
31
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well versed in important bilateral as well as international issues. They
know much about the U.S. and in some cases even studied there; for
example, former Swiss Ambassador Manuel Sager did university studies in the U.S. and worked as a lawyer in Arizona prior to his ambassadorship.
The celebration of Black History Month at the Swiss Embassy,
in February 2020 took the Swiss contributions to cultural awareness
and appreciation to an even greater level than the events at other diplomatic residences in Washington, D.C. The series of events held over
the course of the month were elegant in design, beautiful in conception
and brilliant in execution—organized by Swiss embassy staff and led
by H.E. Ambassador Jacques Pitteloud and Madame Angélique Gakoko
Pitteloud, who together are indeed an elegant diplomatic Swiss couple.

Switzerland and the United States—
Historical Perspective of two Sister Republics
In meetings with U.S. audiences, Swiss diplomats often describe Switzerland and the U.S. as two sister republics. These references are based on historical facts, though the two countries have their
own distinct political history and democratic traditions. For one, Switzerland is a confederation while the U.S. is a federal republic.
Both countries experienced revolutions, though under different
circumstances. The American Revolution occurred in 1776 as a war of
independence from British colonial rule, where the ruling monarch was
thousands of miles away across the Atlantic Ocean. By contrast, the
Helvetic Revolution occurred in 1798, and there was no ruling monarch
dictating from a distance of thousands of miles in a different continent.
There are some similarities to the French Revolution in 1789, but the
revolution that took place in Switzerland was not as cataclysmic.
There were civil wars in both Switzerland (1848) and the U.S.
(1861-1865). But the civil war in Switzerland was shorter than and not
as bloody as in the U.S.
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Both countries have been home to heroic figures who created
organization in the service of humanity. For instance, Swiss citizen
Henry Dunant was a visionary figure who co-founded the International
Red Cross in 1863 to alleviate the suffering of mankind based on the
horrors he witnessed in the Battle of Solferino in Italy. The American
Clarissa Harlowe Barton, known as Clara Barton, was a hospital nurse
during the U.S. Civil War and founded the American Red Cross similar
reasons to those that inspired Henry Dunant in Switzerland.
Switzerland is not considered an imperial power. The U.S., by
contrast, does have this imperial legacy, though not to the same degree as Britain, France or Portugal during the height of their powers.
Many countries played a role in the slave trade, including Switzerland,
according to some historians. The U.S., as is well known, has had a
long and tortured history of the slave trade as well as slave ownership,
especially in the country’s southern states. Slavery also contributed to
the breakout of civil war in the U.S. In Switzerland, this was due to
different reasons, in particular resistance to the centralization of power.

The Elegant Swiss Diplomatic Couple Delivers
From experience people note that countries around the world
send their very best as diplomatic representatives in the U.S. capital.
The countries charge them with the responsibility of furthering their
national interests and require that they do everything possible to develop or deepen the ties with friendly organizations and key policy
makers.
Switzerland is a country that has earned a unique position in
international affairs not only through its neutrality but also by an active
role in dispute resolution. It is known for innovation and finding creative solutions to vexing problems. Over a long period, the diplomats
sent from Switzerland to Washington have established a distinguished
record. The annual Swiss Days at the Wilson Center focusing on a
Switzerland’s contributions and investments in the U.S. are among the
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol57/iss1/10

36

et al.: Full Issue
34

February 2021 SAHS Review

examples of the contributions made by Swiss diplomats like former
U.S. Ambassador Martin Dahinden.
H.E. Ambassador Jacques Pitteloud and his charming wife
Madame Angélique Gakoko Pitteloud now represent Switzerland in
the United States. They are both outstanding individuals in their own
right.
Since joining the Swiss Foreign Service in 1987, Ambassador
Pitteloud has served in many impressive roles, including his work in the
Swiss Strategic Intelligence Service, as Director for Arms Control, Disarmament, Security Policy and Intelligence at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. He also served as Ambassador of Switzerland to Kenya, Uganda,
Burundi, Somalia and the Seychelles. Before coming to the United States,
Ambassador Pitteloud held an important position as the Resources Director of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)—an
organization of 5,400 staff members and a budget of $3 billion.
He witnessed the Rwandan genocide in 1994, which inspired
1him to create an organization for hunting down the perpetrators and
bringing them to justice. He succeeded in having several of them prosecuted by both international as well as domestic courts. Ambassador
Pitteloud pursued these criminals with laser-like focus and the will to
succeed. He also cared about the survivors of the genocide. During this
process he met his wife Madame Pitteloud who is Swiss and Rwandese, a film producer, a writer and a survivor of the 1994 Rwandan
genocide. Describing her experience during this calamity she said that
the Rwandan genocide “shaped my consciousness forever and left me
with a feeling of dread that it can happen again.”
Through her ordeals, Madame Pitteloud became a passionate
defender of human rights using film, books and documentaries as tools
for creating awareness and advocacy. She became the founder of Prohuman equality, “an advocacy organization that works through the media to address social justice and culture and to tell success stories.”
The documentary film “Who Am I” produced by Madame
Pitteloud received great reviews at the International Film Festival in
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Rotterdam and Montreal’s African Film Festival. Actor Nick Redding
wrote that the film “gives an enlightened voice to the tribal and religious fissures that are growing in Kenya society, providing a voice of
wisdom and compassion, all with the inherent child’s understanding of
fairness.”
As a diplomat’s wife, Madame Pitteloud embodies the proposition that behind every successful man is a woman—confident, successful and beautiful. Within a few months of their arrival in Washington,
this elegant couple worked hard as a team not only together but also
with an energized and motivated staff to put together a series of influential events during Black History over the course of February 2020
which are described later in this article.
The COVID-19 pandemic has severely impacted so many
aspects of life, but it has not brought an end to Swiss ingenuity and
determination at the Swiss Embassy in Washington, D.C. The Soirée
Suisse, a unique and sought-after event in the city that normally brings
together a large number of friends of Switzerland at the Ambassador’s
Residence, became a virtual event this year and it filled the gap thanks
to the creativity of Ambassador Pitteloud and Madame Pitteloud working together with their team.
After the 2020 U.S. presidential elections, relations between
the two sister republics have the potential to achieve a higher level
of cooperation and understanding with the incoming administration of
the first female vice-president, who also happens to be in an interracial
marriage just like Switzerland’s US diplomatic couple.
As it has been said, “to everything there is a season… (Ecclesiastes 3:1).” The timing of the Black History Month events in
February 2020 shortly before the tragic death of George Floyd later
in the year, which led to tremendous public uproar, therefore seemed
particularly appropriate. Diplomatic missions shy away from commenting on the internal affairs of the host country or take any actions
that can be misconstrued and thus interfere with the core mission of
the diplomats.
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A Brief Review on the
Origins of Black History Month
In 1926, historian Carter G Woodson and the Association for
the Study of Negro Life and History announced that the second week
of February would be dedicated as the “Negro History Week.” This
was because President Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12 and
American social reformer Frederick Douglas, a former slave, was born
on February 14. The motivation behind creating a week of celebration
was to recognize the contributions and importance of African Americans in the country’s history.
From this humble beginning, a wider effort was started to teach
African American history in public schools. According to historians,
Woodson’s view was that: “teaching of black history was essential to
ensure the physical and intellectual survival of the race within broader
society: If a race has no history, it has no worthwhile tradition, it becomes a negligible factor in the thought of the world, and it stands in
danger of being exterminated. The American Indian left no continuous
record.” According to the Journal of Negro History, by 1929 every
state, with two exceptions, with “‘considerable Negro population’ had
made the event known to that state’s teachers and distributed.” In the
following decades to come, the celebration of “Negro History Week”
gained support from mayors across the US.
At Kent State University, Ohio, in February 1969, Black United Students, a student organization, first proposed celebrating “Black
History Month.” One year later, from January 2 to February 28, 1970,
the first “Black History Month” was celebrated. That year, unfortunately, Kent State University became the site of a massacre when on May
4, 1970, an Ohio National Guardsman fatally shot an unarmed student
during the protests over the Vietnam War.
Six years after the first Black History Month was celebrated at
Kent State, educational institutions all across the U.S. began to follow
suit. In 1976, as part of the US bicentennial celebrations, President
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Gerald Ford officially recognized Black History Month and “urged
Americans to ‘seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans in every area of endeavor
throughout our history.’”
Researchers note that “in the black community, Black History
Month was met with enthusiastic response; it prompted the creation of
Black history clubs, an increase in interest among teachers, and interest
from progressive whites.”
On February 21, 2016, “106-year Washington D.C. resident
and school volunteer Virginia McLaurin visited the White House as
part of Black History Month. When asked by the president why she was
there, McLaurin said, “A Black president. A Black wife. And I’m here
to celebrate Black history. That’s what I’m here for.”

Ms. Euzhan Palcy and Ms. Pauline Simonet discussing the movie Ruby Bridges.

Black History Month at the Swiss Embassy
The month, which featured five wonderful events, began with
an evening at the Residence of the Swiss Ambassador with Smithsonian
Secretary Lonnie Bunch talking about his book, A Fool’s Errand—Creating the Museum of African American History and Culture in the Age of
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Bush, Obama and Trump. This was followed by the screening of “Ruby
Ridges,” a film about the first African American student to integrate in her
New Orleans elementary school. Ms. Euzhan Palcy, the award-winning
director of the film, was invited to discuss this remarkable film in an event
moderated by Ms. Pauline Simonet, a French media correspondent.
Food at the Swiss Embassy events is always the proverbial
“something to write home about.” Embassy Chef Marcos Barboza
specifically tailored the meals and refreshments to each event during
Black History Month.
The ambiance at the Swiss Embassy is quite warm, and draws
guests from a wide variety of fields, all impressive in their own right.
The events held in honor of Black History Month in February 2020
were wide-ranging in their subject area and this was reflected in the
guests who attended and the perspectives that they could provide.

A Conversation with Secretary Lonnie Bunch
On February 6, 2020, the Swiss Embassy hosted a large gathering of distinguished guests for a conversation with Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie Bunch on his book A Fool’s Errand: Creating the National
Museum of African American History and Culture in the Age of Bush,
Obama and Trump. Mrs. Leslie Foster, an award-winning journalist
and mainstay of Washington news broadcasts, moderated this fascinating conversation, which was followed by questions from the audience.
Secretary Bunch is the 14th Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution and oversees 19 museums, 21 libraries, the National Zoo,
numerous research centers, and several education units and centers.
As its founding director, Lonnie Bunch shares a deeply personal tale
of the triumphs and challenges of bringing the Smithsonian National
Museum of African American History and Culture to life. His story is
by turns inspiring, funny, frustrating, quixotic, bittersweet, and, above
all, a compelling read. During the event, from his introductory remarks
as well as his answers to the audience’s questions, Secretary Bunch
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Ambassador and Mrs. Pitteloud with Secretary Lonnie Bunch and Mrs.
Foster.

was able to convey both his story and the challenges he was able to
overcome in bringing the Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History and Culture from an idea into a reality. He was able
to describe in detail the challenges he faced in identifying and then collecting the artifacts for the museum.
Mrs. Foster, gifted with unique talents as one of Washington’s
premier news anchors, was able to elicit heartwarming answers from
Secretary Bunch. He answered the questions with disarming humor,
and he attributed his pursuits to his grandfather whom he is named
after. One of the most moving parts of the conversation was hearing
Secretary Bunch describe his interactions with the family of Emmett
Till, the young boy who was brutally murdered in the segregated South.

Euzhan Palcy and screening of Ruby Bridges
The 1954 U.S. Supreme Court decision in the case of Brown
versus the Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, was a landmark
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event in U.S. history. Though this decision was broadly welcomed in
most parts of the country, segregationists in the South fought it bitterly.
By declaring the policy of racial segregation in public schools
unconstitutional, the Supreme Court not only opened the door for African Americans’ advancement in society, but also helped the country;
something it continues to do even now. The late Katherine Johnson,
portrayed in the NASA space exploration movie “Hidden Figures,”
to whom President Barrack Obama awarded the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 2015, was a shining example of the contributions that
have been made throughout U.S. history by African Americans. Most
recently, African American Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett has been credited
with the development of the vaccine in the fight against the coronavirus
pandemic.
The screening of the movie Ruby Ridges, on February 12, 2020,
at the Swiss Embassy during Black History Month fits in very well
with the goals established by Woodson in his pursuit to tell the African American story. Through this dramatic and well-crafted movie, the
audience was able to feel the hardships that African Americans faced
during the difficult days when many in the South resisted integration
of black Americans in public schools. One was also able to understand
that without the force of the law behind them through the Supreme
Court decision, segregation in public schools would have continued
and African Americans would have been shut out of so many opportunities available to the rest of their fellow U.S. citizens.
Through the efforts of Madame Pitteloud, who has a background in producing documentary films, the Embassy was able to welcome the film’s award-winning director, Ms. Euzhan Palcy, to discuss
the movie. French media correspondent Pauline Simonet facilitated the
discussion.
Swiss Embassy staff noted that “during the question- and-answer period, guests from the local school system and university students asked informative and compelling questions to the delight of Ms.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2021

43

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 57 [2021], No. 1, Art. 10

Black History Month at the Swiss Embassy February 2020

41

Palcy, both about their previous knowledge of her work, that even 20
years later is still very relevant, and for advice on how to pursue social
justice through cultural mediums like film and art.”

Chef Alexander Smalls
On February 17, 2020, the Swiss Embassy hosted a seated dinner during which Marcellus Rolle, Embassy of Switzerland, Head of
Communications and Public Diplomacy, moderated a conversation
with Alexander Smalls, iconic chef, world-renowned opera singer and
author. The discussion was about the developing and evolving black
and diverse culinary scene.
Chef Smalls with his Afro-Asian Fusion cooking and culinary
activism background shared his ideas with an audience of Black and
minority restauranteurs, owners, chefs, and food bloggers. “The discussion inspired an open and honest dialogue about the opportunities and
challenges that shape the experiences of minorities and people of color
in the ever-changing culinary scene. The robust conversation included
topics such as: what it means to be a black/minority chef today, the importance of minority representation in the culinary world, perceptions
of the industry, and how the conversation around minorities in the culinary world is changing. The audience was presented with a 6-course
plated meal, by residence chef Marcos Barboza, highlighting recipes
from Smalls’ most recent book, Meals, Music, and Muses, which details
the intersection of community, culture, music and food... “
Alexander Smalls, James Beard Award winning chef, author,
and raconteur was the visionary co-owner of critically acclaimed restaurants The Cecil and Minton’s. Located in the heart of historic Harlem, Minton’s harkened back to the Jazz Age, evoking a supper club
with live music serving Low Country cuisine inspired by Smalls’ childhood.
The Cecil, N.Y.C.’s first Afro-Asian-American restaurant, was
named “Best New Restaurant in America” by Esquire in 2014. In 2019,
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Smalls also received a James Beard Award for his cookbook, Between
Harlem and Heaven. Over the past three decades, the chef and restaurateur has traveled the world studying the cooking techniques of the
African diaspora. As the former chef-owner of renowned restaurants
including Café Beulah, Sweet Ophelia’s, and Shoebox Café, Smalls
has received great acclaim in the restaurant scene.
His new book “Meals, Music and Muses: Recipes From My
African American Kitchen,” was published on February 25, 2020, by
Flatiron Books. In addition to his success in the culinary world, Smalls
is a world-renowned opera singer and the winner of both a Grammy
and a Tony for the cast recording of Porgy and Bess, by George Gershwin, with the Houston Grand Opera.
The Swiss Embassy staff notes mentioned that “the invited
guests were dazzled on two fronts, first by the fantastic cuisine prepared
by Chef Marcos, based on Chef Smalls’ recipes, and second by the
conversation between Chef Smalls and Marcellus Rolle. Chef Smalls’
dynamic story of his journey from a small town in the Deep South, a
racially-charged part of the U.S., to becoming a globally recognized
opera singer, then an award-winning chef and restauranteur, presented
the perfect backdrop for the attendees to engage in powerful conversations, discussing individual and collective struggles, accomplishments
and ideas for future growth.”

Designer Ini Archibong and Gallerist Marc Benda
On February 25, 2020, Felix Burrichter, a New York-based
creative director, editor and writer moderated a conversation with Designer Ini Archibong and Gallerist Marc Benda at the Swiss Embassy.
Mr. Archibong spoke about his body of work, his experience in the design industry as a minority and the world of design together with Marc
Benda from New York gallery Friedman Benda where his work was
currently being displayed. This conversation was moderated by Felix
Burrichter, Editor and Creative Director at PIN–UP, an architectural
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entertainment magazine. Mr. Archibong`s work was displayed digitally
on several large screens around the Residence and at the Swiss Touch
table—a unique medium for discussion.
Ini Archibong was trained as an industrial designer and graduated with a Master’s degree in Luxury Design and Craftsmanship from
the prestigious École cantonale d’art de Lausanne (ECAL) in Switzerland. Archibong has been recently named the 2019 Art Center Young
Innovator Alumni Award recipient and his work has been exhibited
at numerous international museums such as at the Victoria and Albert
Museum in London and most recently in the exhibition, Speechless,
co-organized by the Dallas Museum of Art and the High Museum of
Art. Archibong recently received the 2019 Art Center Young Innovator
Alumni Award and his work has been exhibited at numerous international museums including at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London and most recently in the “Speechless” exhibition, co-organized by
the Dallas Museum of Art and the High Museum of Art.
Archibong has taken part in numerous high-profile collaborations, including with Hermès and Knoll. In 2019 Hermès selected him
to design a new collection of ladies’ watches called Galop.
Marc Benda was born in 1976 in Zurich, Switzerland. In 2002,
he began working for Barry Friedman, where he built up a pioneering
program of internationally renowned designers including Ron Arad,
Ettore Sottsass and Shiro Kuramata. In 2007, he co-founded Friedman
Benda, a gallery in Chelsea specializing in contemporary, post-war,
and historic design. In 2015 Benda opened albertz benda, a gallery
committed to presenting and nurturing a contemporary visual arts program, in partnership with Thorsten Albertz.
Felix Burrichter is a New York-based creative director, curator,
editor, and writer. Originally trained as an architect in Paris and New
York, Felix founded PIN–UP in 2006, a self-described “Magazine for
Architectural Entertainment,” which publishes a biannual print edition.
In addition to PIN–UP, Burrichter curates exhibitions, consults on design and architecture projects for various design brands, and contribhttps://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol57/iss1/10
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utes to numerous publications. His curatorial projects were shown at
Haus der Kunst, Munich, the Swiss Institute, New York, and Friedman
Benda gallery, New York.
The Swiss Embassy staff notes mention that: “Mr. Ini Archibong colorfully discussed his journey to becoming the artist that he
now is. He highlighted his positive experiences and the opportunities
gained through his education and training in Switzerland at the École
cantonale d’art de Lausanne (ECAL), while articulating the challenges of “breaking into” the highly selective and sometimes exclusive art
world. He also gave interesting insights into his creative process, and
the voice that he has as a designer and gallerist. Marc Benda, who has
and continues to work with Mr. Ini Archibong, emphasized the importance of balancing established artists and new/diverse artists in studios
and galleries in the U.S. and around the world to more accurately showcase talents, creativity, and thoughts of our representative humanity.
Once again, the younger attendees took the opportunity to engage with
Mr. Archibong on ideas and best practices to continue their creative
work, while balancing the integration of culture and social issues.”

The String Queens
In recognition of the contribution of African American artists to music, the Swiss Embassy held an evening concert at the Swiss
Residence on February 27, 2020, featuring The String Queens. This
event concluded the Embassy’s month-long programming for the 2020
Black History Month. The musicians who performed at this concert
are D.C.-based teachers who teach by day and perform by night. Their
performances are fantastic, engaging and inspiring.
Praised for their “authentic, soulful, and orchestral sound,”
The String Queens (TSQ) are a dynamic trio that creates stimulating
musical experiences that inspire diverse audiences to love, hope, feel,
and imagine. With an array of repertoire spanning from the Baroque
era to the Jazz Age to today’s Billboard Hot 100 Chart, TSQ perform
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versatile programs that transport audiences through time and a multitude of musical genres. Based in Washington, D.C., the members of
TSQ have been hosted at famed performance venues across four continents, including: Carnegie Hall, The John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts, The Howard Theatre, Royal Festival Hall, Radio City
Music Hall, Shanghai Grand Theatre, The Moscow Conservatory, and
Blues Alley, to name a few.
Kenndall Nicole Isadore, born in Houston, Texas, is a vocalist,
violinist, pianist, songwriter and educator. While she is a proud graduate of Howard University with a Bachelor of Science degree in biology,
music has always been Kendall’s passion. She has been playing the
violin, piano and singing since she was eight years old. Though classically trained in all three disciplines, Kendall’s niche is performing
a wide range of musical genres on violin including, R&B, jazz, “Top
40”, gospel, contemporary and hip-hop. She has performed at a variety
of legendary venues all over the country with artists including Roberta
Flack, Josh Groban, Fantasia, Sheryl Lee Ralph, Kurt Carr and Kim
Jordan, to name a few.
Dawn Michelle Johnson is the recipient of the 31st Annual
Mayor’s Award for Excellence in Performing Arts Teaching in Washington, D.C. She is a graduate (B.M, M.M) of The Juilliard School
in New York City and has been recognized by her alma mater for her
“Outstanding Achievement and Leadership in Music” with the Jerome
L. Greene Fellowship, the Irene Diamond Scholarship, and the Peter
Mennin Award in Music. A native of Miami, Florida, Dawn is a violist
and music educator who has been featured as a soloist with the Moscow State Symphony Orchestra, the New World Symphony, the Santa
Fe Virtuosi and the Ars Flores Chamber Orchestra.
Élise Cuffy, a native Washingtonian, began playing the cello in
the D.C. Youth Orchestra Program (DCYOP) when she was eight years
old. Inspired by the rigorous training and diverse experiences that she
received as a student at DCYOP, Élise continued her musical studies
at Howard University where she pursued a Bachelor’s degree in Music
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Education. Her passion and precision as one of the most sought-after
cellists in the Washington, D.C. area have led her to grace some of
the world’s most renowned stages in performances alongside musical
legends such as Whitney Houston, Tye Tribbett, Donnie McClurkin,
Aretha Franklin and Dionne Warwick, to name a few.
The Swiss Embassy staff notes mention that “this concert
served as a lighter, more festive event, highlighting the success and
diversity of a group of public-school teachers, who by day teach young
students about music and by night perform to continue to showcase
their individual and collective talents performing a range of musical
genres, from pop culture to classical to African-American spirituals,
on stringed instruments. The audience thoroughly enjoyed the musical selections, often singing along to songs that they knew. One of the
most impactful moments was when the group played “Lift Every Voice
and Sing” locally known as the Negro National Anthem. It is customary in the African American community to stand when this anthem is
played and/or sung. The entire audience rose to their feet, acknowledging the historical importance of the anthem and delivered thunderous
applause upon the conclusion. The concert was so well received that
The String Queens delivered two encore performances. This concert
was a fantastic culmination to the Black History Month series.”
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Meet the Mayad Dolls
The Nell Weidmann Swiss “Mayad” Doll Collection is on full
display at the Swiss Center of North America. “Mayad” comes from
the names of doll creator Nell Weidmann’s children, Maya and Adrian.
Nell began hand-crafting Swiss dolls more than 40 years ago. A Zurich
native, living in the U.S., Nell researched each Canton to produce
authentic costuming in miniature. The doll clothing includes knits and
Swiss fabrics complete with all the proper hand-made accessories.
We are delighted to have this collection of 35 dolls. It is truly a Swiss
Center treasure.

lto r: Beth Zurbuchen, Swiss Center President; Terry Goetz,
Swiss Center Board Member, and Nell Weidmann, Artist

Keep It Going
We would love those club records, journals,
diaries, photos, letters, artifacts, recipes, clothing,
artwork, dolls, and more.
Don’t have items to donate? Consider a
monetary gift to help us in our mission to connect,
archive, showcase, educate, promote and
celebrate all that is Swiss in North America.
Donate online at theswisscenter.org.

Let’s Connect
P 608-527-6565
E info@theswisscenter.org W theswisscenter.org
A 507 Durst Road | New Glarus, WI USA

year-end2020.indd 1
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ANNUAL REPORTS of the

SWISS AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
October 2020
The annual national meeting of the Swiss American Historical
Society, originally scheduled for October 2020 in New Glarus, Wisconsin, has been cancelled owing to concerns about the Corona virus
and pandemic. The pandemic is unusually virulent in the State of Wisconsin at the present time.
Nonetheless, on the following pages, you will find the usual
national reports concerning the present state of the Society. President
Albert Winkler will contact you all during the summer of 2021 in order
to reschedule the next national meeting.

President’s Report for 2020
By Albert Winkler

Greeting
It is a pleasure to greet everyone and to wish you good fortune
in all that you do. I deeply appreciate your interest in and continued
support for the Swiss American Historical Society.
Challenging times but great success
The recent COVID-19 outbreak has led to challenging times
for everyone, and much has changed, but I’m very pleased to report
that many functions of the SAHS have been stellar in 2020. Please note
the following.
Cancellation of the annual meeting for October 2020
Concern over the situation with COVID-19 outbreak led me to
cancel the annual meeting of the Society, which was scheduled to meet
in New Glarus, Wisconsin. I watched the spread of the virus well into
48
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the summer, and I feared that the pandemic would not abate to safe
levels by October. I was doubly concerned because many of our members are advanced in years and fit the category of those at greatest risk.
My action proved to be prescient because the virus hit very high levels
in Wisconsin in October 2020 as well as in other parts of the country.
Very unfortunately, this cancellation meant that few of us could meet in
person to discuss relevant issues to the Society and to renew old friendships. I hope that many of us were able to keep in touch anyway over
the phone, on emails, or by the use of social media.
Newsletters
I have sent out a few newsletters over the years, and they have
met with great success. Many members have responded with great approval. These newsletters are clearly an important key to the continuing success of the Society.
Swiss American Historical Society Review available online
I have long feared that much of the excellent scholarship in the
SAHS Review going back decades might be lost because of the publication’s small circulation and the fact few libraries keep copies. One of
the most exciting advances for the Society in 2020 has been the recent
effort to place past issues of the SAHS Review online, so they may be
easily accessed by any interested parties and made available for many
years to come. Brigham Young University has generously donated its
time and resources to the effort, and I want to give that institution our
special thanks. Overall, BYU has placed 278 discrete items from the
SAHS Review onto its scholars archive thus making them available online. These items include front and back matter from various issues of
the SAHS Review, but they also contain complete articles and copies of
the publication.
Getting Access to the SAHS Review online
These materials from the SAHS Review may be easily accessed
by going to Google, then to BYU ScholarsArchive, and then doing a
search under Swiss American Historical Society Review. You may also
search under title or author of any article of interest. Another way of
accessing the materials is to go to the Swiss American Historical Society website and then to publications. These items are linked to the
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BYU ScholarsArchive, and you may go to the article by clicking on
the link. I would like to thank Dr. Richard Hacken for his invaluable
work in getting these materials available online. I’m sure we all greatly
appreciate all he does for the Society.
New Treasurer
Unfortunately, Heinz Bachman felt he was no longer able to
continue to serve as the treasurer of the SAHS due to health problems,
so he chose to step down from that position. Heinz’s contributions to
the Society have been extensive and cover many years, and he held
numerous positions including president. I am sure that we are all grateful for his work, and we all wish him the very best. Fortunately for the
Society, Frederic Behrens has accepted the assignment as treasurer of
the SAHS. He has a strong financial background, and his credentials
speak well of him. He will function as the interim treasurer until he
can be formally nominated and approved at the general meeting of the
Society in New York in October 2021.
Membership Secretary
Ernie Thurston continues to make essential contributions to the
Society. Not only does he keep track of the membership, he also accepts dues and donations to the SAHS and forwards these funds to the
appropriate bank in a timely manner. In addition, he mails out member
renewal forms and prints off mailing addresses that are used to mail
newsletters and announcements of the Society.
Swiss American Historical Society Website
One of the most important aspects of the Society’s outreach
program is its website. It started rather humbly, but it has been recently
upgraded considerably. Dr. Richard Hacken has taken over the website in the last few years, and he has done excellent work with it. The
website is very attractive, very informative, and easy to navigate. The
membership of the Society had been in serious decline for many years,
but the number has been holding steady in recent years. Much of the
credit for this improved circumstance must go to Dr. Hacken.
Help to PBS: Great service from Robert Sherwood
In April 2020, Enrique Figueroa of Public Broadcasting (PBS)
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contacted the Society with a request for information to help with their
program “Finding Your Roots.” Mr. Figueroa needed to know more
about the Swiss ancestry of one of their celebrities spotlighted on the
program, and he asked us very specific questions relating to areas in
Canton Bern, to Swiss immigration to the United States, and to Swiss
settlement patterns and activities in Pennsylvania. Prof. Robert Sherwood has great expertise in those areas and his help was greatly appreciated. He took on the assignment and did remarkably well in giving
Mr. Figueroa the precise information he needed, and Mr. Figeuroa was
very appreciative. Prof. Sherwood demonstrated the wealth of knowledge that makes the SAHS a valuable organization for the Swiss experience in North America.
Swiss American Historical Society Review for 2020:
One of the very best years ever
This year is easily among the very best for the SAHS Review
ever in view of the number and quality of the articles published.
February 2020 SAHS Review
The SAHS Review continues to be the stellar aspect of the Society and to promote its goals of documenting the Swiss experience in
Switzerland and also in other countries. In February 2020, the SAHS
published one of the largest, at 182 pages, most comprehensive, and
impressive issues of the SAHS Review ever.
Each of the seven articles in the February issue of the SAHS
Review were noteworthy starting with Carlile, Callister and Galbraith’s
article on Ernest Brog, who produced Swiss Cheese to Star Valley, Wyoming. Next came an article by Plinio Martini, which was translated by
Dr. Richard Hacken, on the history of a Swiss Italian cemetery. Prof.
Dwight Page then presented an article on the unrelenting search for the
lost Ark of the Covenant and its current whereabouts, which included
many nice illustrations in color. Hans Leuenberger published a fine
article on Nicholas Leuenberger who was a big proponent of peace in
Switzerland in 1653. Two excellent articles came out at the end, and
they filled a large gap in our understanding of the Swiss in California.
They include Tony Quinn’s article on the Italian Swiss immigration to
the Bear Flag State and also Dr. Richard Hacken’s comprehensive history of the Swiss in California.
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June 2020 SAHS Review
Prof. Dwight Page was the editor for the June 2020 issue of the
SAHS Review, and he continued his excellent work on the Society’s
publications. This issue of the SAHS Review included two articles by
Susanne Peter-Kubli dealing with emigration from Näfels in Canton
Glarus to Canada and to the United States. Also, in the issue were articles by Alexandria Kedves on Teju Cole, C. Naseer Ahmad on Swiss
Days at the Woodrow Wilson Center, and Fabian Braendle on Daniel
Schmid who served in the Union Army during the Civil War. In addition, touching obituaries were presented by Peter Sehlinger concerning Sabine Jessner Sehlinger and by Monika Backmann concerning her
own mother Ilse M. Bachmann.
November 2020 SAHS Review
The November issue of the SAHS Review continued the most
impressive scholarship for the Society this year with another lengthy
issue of 150 pages. Stephen P. Halbrook contributed a fine article about
the famous Swiss Shooting Festival, while Prof. Robert Sherwood
wrote an excellent article on the formative years of the Swiss Biathlon.
The final article for the November SAHS Review was done by me, Albert Winkler, and it documented the Swiss military at the height of its
power in 1499. Additionally, Prof. Sherwood provided book reviews
to accompany the articles. Prof. Sherwood has been arranging book
reviews for the SAHS Review for many years, and his work as always
been excellent and much appreciated.
Book Published
Continuing this stunning year for publications, the SAHS published a translation of Hemman Hoffmann’s California, Nevada, and
Mexico: the Travels of a Technical Student which was originally published in German in 1871. Frederick Hale edited the work, wrote the
introduction, and provided many valuable footnotes to help the reader
better understand the text.
Future Book Projects
The SAHS is currently consulting with Heinrich Wirz to provide a translation for his excellent German language biography of
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Henry Wirz, the famous commandant of Andersonville Prison, during
the Civil War. The entire project will be presented at the annual meeting of the SAHS in New York in October 2021 for approval.
********************************************************

Membership Report
By Ernie Thurston

To: Members of the Swiss American Historical Society
From: Ernie Thurston, Membership Secretary
Subject: Annual Membership Report
IN BRIEF: We have 209 current members, a 2% decrease
from the 214 reported last year at this time.
CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY:
Membership Type		
Regular ($50/yr.)		
Student ($25/yr.)		
Institution ($75/ yr.)
Life Members		
Complimentary		
		

US/Canada

Switzerland/Other

80			
1			
14			
43			
23			
161			

27		
2		
7
7		
5		
48		

Total
107
3
21
50
28
209

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES, 10/01/2019 to 9/30/2020
Members as of 10/01/2019						
Plus: New Members Enrolled					
Plus: Former Members (not “Current” last year 			
who have Rejoined					
Less: Dropped by Request or Decease				
Less: Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues				
Current Members, 09/30/2020					
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BREAKDOWN OF
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BY COUNTRY AND STATE
CA ……………….12
CO…………………1
CT…………………3
DC…………………4
DE…………………2
FL………………….3
GA…………………2
HI…………...….….1
IA………………….1
IL…………………15
IN……………...…..2
KS……………...….1
KY…………...…….1
LA ……….………..2
MA…………..…….3
MD…………..…….6
MI…………..……..2
MN…………..…….3
MO…………...……2
MS…………...…….1

MT……………..2		
NC………….…..2		
NJ………………8		
NV……………...1		
NY…………….17
OH……………...7
OR………...……1
PA………..……13
RI……….………1
SC………...…….5
SD………...……2
TN…………..….3
TX……….……..3
UT………….…..7
VA………….…..4
VT………….…..1
WA ………….….1
WI…………….12
WV……………..1
WY……………..1

AUSTRIA…………..1
BC, CANADA……...1
ONT, CANADA….…1
GERMANY……..….1

********************************************************

Treasurer’s Report

By Frederic Behrens, Treasurer
During June 2020, I was approached by various board members about helping with the finances of the Swiss American Historical
Society. As an introduction, I am a 34 year old Swiss-American living
in New York City. Since 2016, I have been the treasurer of the Swiss
Center of North America in New Glarus, Wisconsin. My professional
background is an attorney and international investment advisor. The
previous treasurer, Heinz Bachmann, did a spectacular job of organizing and maintaining the finances of the Society. I look forward to
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maintaining and building upon what he started.
I am pleased to report that the financial condition of the Society
in 2020 is very strong. During the transition from Heinz to me, payments to our publisher Masthof Press continued to be made on a timely
basis. Further, the long-term investment fund continues to perform
strongly and the investment funds do not currently need to be used to
support ongoing operations.
During 2021, my goal is to streamline the bank account and investment account for easier use. This may include moving the funds to
another financial custodian in the name of the Society. I look forward
to assisting other board members with the society’s finances going forward and strengthening overall board governance matters.

1. Consolidated Accounts, 2019-2020

Income
Annual Dues (includes life memberships		
Transfer from Swiss Association Friends of SAHS
Capital Appreciation				
Total Income					
Expenses
Meetings/Events				
Administration/Postage Fees			
SAHS Review (Masthof Press)		
Total Expenditures				

Net Budget Outcome				
		

$ 5,608.75
2,000.00
+ 8,799.03
$ 16,407.78
$

0.00
281.55
+ 12,417.98
$ 12,699.53
$ 3,708.25

2. Balance Sheet

OPENING BALANCE, October 1, 2019
Checking (Byline Bank, Chicago) 		
Leo Schelbert Publication Award Fund
		 (Byline Bank, Chicago)
Savings (Vanguard STAR Fund)			
Total Assets					
CLOSING BALANCE, September 30, 2020
Checking (Byline Bank, Chicago)			
Leo Schelbert Publication Award Fund
		 (Byline Bank, Chicago)
Savings (Vanguard STAR Fund)*			
Total Assets					

$ 18,696.13
10,000.00
+ 58,477.96
$ 87,174.09
$ 13,557.10
10,000.00
+ 67,276.99
$ 90,834.09

* Note: estimates used when current statements not available.
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The Donald G. Tritt Endowment Fund
in support of the Leo Schelbert Publication Award
By Frederic Behrens, Treasurer

In 2019, Donald G. Tritt made a donation to the SAHS to be
used for continuing research on Swiss-American topics. Below is the
text of the letter accompanying his donation and suggested uses of the
funds:
The Donald G. Tritt Endowment Fund
in support of the Leo Schelbert Publication Award
In honor of Leo Schelbert.—preeminent Swiss American
Scholar for his long service and leadership of the Swiss American Historical Society.
As an Endowment Fund, awards are to be made from earnings
of the corpus. It is the wish of the donor this fund retain and increase its
capital amount by prudent management. Awards may be given in some
years and not in other years.
Awards made for book-length projects
A. Assisting an author doing research on a Swiss American
topic, or
B. Contributing to publication costs of a study, or
C. As recognition for an unusually significant publication.
Awards made
The recipient/s of this award is/are chosen by agreement of
the following officers on a schedule of their determination: Immediate Past SAHS President, the Current SAHS President, Vice President,
Treasurer, and Book Editor.
Report of past Award recipients
To demonstrate and support a central mission of the SAHS, it
is the wish of the donor that yearly the accumulated.record of all past
recipients of this award be reported and published in the SAHS Review.
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Annual Report of the
Swiss Chapter, Switzerland
By Barbara Müller

Dear Members:
The Friends of the Swiss American Historical Society are able
to look back on a successful year here in Switzerland. At present, we
have 45 members, which shows a small increase in total membership
but does not reflect that actual growth is larger, since we have lost
members due to age and health issues over the years.
This past year, Alex Winiger joined. A Swiss national, Alex
published in this year’s first issue of the SAHS Review. We have had a
young student join the Society, which is a good sign. Mary Brunisholz,
one of our members here in Switzerland, was interviewed on the local
radio about her “hobby” work in genealogy.
Monica Seidler-Hux from the Central Library in Zurich, which
is an institutional member, is publishing a new book, Gottfried Kellers
feuriger Freund. Johann Ulrich Müller: Romanfigur, Baumesiter
und Kartograf der USA. She has based part of her research on Leo
Schelbert’s works. Her book will be published in German in November 2020. The members present in Switzerland have been sent the link
inviting them to the new book’s vernissage. Therefore, the Society appears to be gaining some recognition.
Here in Switzerland, we were able to have our annual outing
with the AGM in September 2020, although due to COVID-19, we
were a smaller group than usual, with 10 members and two guests attending. We visited the NONAM Museum (Native American Indian
Museum in Tiefenbrunnen, Zurich) and had Manuel Menrath, author
of the book Sitting Bull, published by the SAHS in the USA in 2017,
as our guest speaker. Mr. Menrath has recently published a new book
here in Europe, Unter dem Nordlicht: Indianer aus Kanada erzählen
von ihrem Land. This book has received a large amount of media coverage on radio, as well as from one of the leading Swiss newspapers,
the Neue Zürcher Zeitung. Following his talk, the SAHS chapter in
Switzerland presented Manuel Menrath with a small donation for his
research and efforts to have the book published in English. Lunch was
held at the museum, and afterwards we had an excellent tour of the curhttps://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol57/iss1/10
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rent NONAM exhibition on the famous Native American photography
of Edward Curtis, led by the Museum’s curator Heidrun Loeb.
Our organization in Switzerland was favorably impressed by
the most recent SAHS book publication by Dr. Frederick Hale and
have reached out to Dr. Hale to let him know of our profound contentment with his book. In addition, we have learned that Dr. Hale, who
has been spending the year on sabbatical at Berkeley in California,
has decided to lengthen his stay in the United States and is currently
residing at Cornelius, North Carolina, with Chinese friends. He is also
collaborating with Duke University and with nearby Davidson College on various academic projects. Dr. Hale hopes to find employment
at Davidson College as a professor of History, which would deepen
our relationship with Davidson College and would be a major blessing
for the Society. (Our own Editor-in-chief, Dr. Dwight Page, is a 1975
alumnus of Davidson College, in French and German.)
We are pleased to report that our finances are in sound shape
with approximately CHF 12,000.00 in the account; allowing us to renew the Swiss Chapter’s financial support to the SAHS in the United
States. We have also been able to transfer USD 2,000.00 to the account in the United States. We will pledge another USD 2,000.00 to the
stateside SAHS for next year. Additionally, we made a donation to the
research of Manuel Menrath, as mentioned above.
As Fred Jenny (past President in Switzerland) once said in his
2007 Annual Report, “Constant efforts are necessary in so many situations. The SAHS is in no different situation. We therefore must continue
with as much enthusiasm as possible.” On this note, I must report that
Dr. William Gasser has resigned his position as treasurer here in Switzerland, due to age. We are very fortunate to have Kurt Morf, a long
time life member, who is “enthusiastic” to continue the good work of
Dr. William Gasser, as our new treasurer. He will be accepted by vote
from the members in Switzerland at the AGM in 2021. At this time, I
would like to express my gratitude to Dr. William Gasser for his dedicated help here in Switzerland. I would also like to thank Kurt Morf for
stepping in on behalf of Dr. William Gasser as our new treasurer.
I warmly thank the SAHS members for their continued support of the Society and the support of the board members in the United
States.
		~ Barbara Müller, Vice President SAHS Switzerland
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Treasurer’s Report, 2020 Annual Meeting
Friends of the Swiss American Historical Society
By William Gasser, Treasurer

Main points:
1. Overview Activity, income, and expenses down somewhat
		 from last year but our accounts overall are roughly in balance.
2. We began to transfer funds to our U.S. parent organization in
		 Washington, D.C. in accord with our association’s goal.
Our fiscal year, August 31, 2019, to August 31, 2020, Report
1. Income was slightly below last year at this time:
		 a. We added paying members, but dues paid were off because
			 one member last year shifted from annual to life member			 ship. This alone boosted year-before dues by more than the
			 dues decline this year.
		 b. We also had one large donation from a member last year
			 that we were happy not to have repeated. Donations are
			 always welcome, but a member’s failing eyesight is not
			 something we would like to repeat.
		 c. Event income was down. COVID forced cancellation of a
			 special Spring meeting, and Annual Meeting attendance is
			 down a bit. However, late cash payments for this meeting
			 will likely bring event cost closer into balance with costs
			 before this month is out.
2. Expenses were also down a bit in 2019-2020
		 a. Canceled a Spring event and a less ambitious Annual
			 Meeting cut event expenses. Moreoever, this September			 September accounting includes last year’s higher Annual
			 Meeting expense. Our “official” fiscal year accounts at the
			 end of September might even show modest operating and
			 overall surpluses.
		 b. Bank and office expenses were up from fees for wiring
			 funds to the U.S. and costs of mailing older SAHS books
			 from our office to new members.
3. Delayed funds transfers to U.S. parent Swiss American
		 Historical Society
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol57/iss1/10
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Problems that the U.S. SAHS has had in accessing its own
bank account led us to delay sending funds to our parent
once we had reached our target working balance of CHF
10,000 last year. These problems have now been resolved,
and the SAHS in America has successfully transitioned to
a new skillful treasurer, Mr. Frederic Behrens, of New York
City. Therefore, we should be able to soon return to fiscal
normalcy.
While I had assumed that with our present membership and
expense experience we could run an operating budget of
around CHF 3000 per year and return that sum annually
to our U.S. parent to cover our share of their research,
publication and mailing expenses, that unfortunately did
not prove to be the case in this COVID year. A figure of
CHF 2000 per year now looks more sustainable.
Owing to their banking problems, I chose to transmit that
amount after I had ascertained that their bank account and
bank routing numbers were still valid. Even though they
themselves cannot access this account.
They, in turn, have decided that they may have some Swiss
franc expenses that we could efficiently meet out of our
support surplus. And I propose to again send only $2,000
equivalent for the current year.
At the same time, our President Dr. Albert Winkler has
found an interesting historical research project here in
Switzerland that should meet the objectives of our association, and with your concurrence and that of our parent
officers, we will be expending some of this research and
publication directly from our financial account.

~ Respectfully submitted, William Gasser, Treasurer, September 1, 2020
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Friends of the Swiss American Historical Society
Summary of Financial Accounts
September 30, 2018, to September 30, 2019
(in Swiss Francs)
Income
Member Dues*					
Donations**					
Meeting and Event Income		
									
Expenses
Annual Meeting Expenses		
Other Event Expenses			
Bank Fees					
Office Expenses				
									

$ 1,643
379
76
+ 104
$ 2,202

Fiscal Year Operating Surplus		

$ 3,288

		

$ 3,288

Balance, September 30, 2018		
Balance, September 30, 2019		

$ 9,973
$13,166

Overall Balance

		

$ 2,910
660
+ 1,920
$ 5,490

Extraordinary Obligation
Swiss 2018 Contribution due U.S. SAHS = $2,000
Funds earmarked to support SAHS Swiss franc publication expenses
*Includes one life membership (CHF 650.00)
**Includes one special donation by a resigning member (CHF 450)
May 12 Bosshard-Kahlen presentation in Schwyz

								W. Gasser, Treasurer
								September 30, 2019
								Zurich, Switzerland
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Friends of the Swiss American Historical Society
Summary of Financial Accounts
September 30, 2019, to September 30, 20120
(in Swiss Francs)
Income
Member Dues					
Donations						
Meeting and Event Income		
									
Expenses
Event Expenses*				
Bank Fees					
Office Expenses				
									

$ 1,776
77
+ 167
$ 2,015

Fiscal Year Operating Surplus		

$ 1,930

Transfers to U.S. Parent ($2,000)
Research & Publication Grants		

$ 1,924
$ 1,000

Overall Balance

		

Balance, September 30, 2019		
Balance, September 30, 2020		

$ 2,420
85
+ 1,440
$ 3,945

- $

994

$13,166
$12,172

Extraordinary Obligation
Swiss 2019 Contribution due U.S. SAHS = $2,000
*Events include the Annual Swiss Meeting
and special events over the year.

								W. Gasser, Treasurer
								October 2, 2020
								Zurich, Switzerland
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SAHS Review Report
By Dwight Page

This year, 2021, promises to be another productive and interesting
year in the history of the Swiss American Historical Society Review. In
the current February 2021 issue, we provide a brief history of the Helvetia Beneficial Society of Columbus, Ohio, prepared by Dr. Donald G.
Tritt, a native of Columbus and a longtime leader in our Society. Starting in the 1980’s, Dr. Tritt agreed to serve as the volunteer historian for
five clubs making up the Swiss community in Columbus, so he has first
hand knowledge of this information. We also provide a most interesting report on the current activities of the Embassy of Switzerland in
Washington, D.C., written by Naseer Ahmad, who has many friends and
colleagues at the Embassy.
In the upcoming June 2021 issue of the SAHS Review, we shall
provide yet another report by Mr. Ahmad, concerning additional current
activities sponsored by the Embassy of Switzerland. This issue will also
contain a fascinating biography of the incomparable Swiss philanthropist Hans-Jürg Wyss, who recently made several donations to Harvard
University and who supports many worthy philanthropic causes. One
of our scholars, Dr. Frederick Hale, will also provide a fascinating article on the Swiss authoress Johanna Spyri who wrote the world famous
novel Heidi. Finally, there will likewise be interesting book reviews in
these upcoming issues.
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SAHS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Check out our website at:
www.swiss-american-historical-society.org
Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________
Dues for U.S. members:		
__ Individual $50.00 per year
__ Institution $75.00 per year
__ Student $25.00 per year
__ Life Membership $500.00

Dues for Overseas members:
__ Individual SFR 65.00
__ Institutions SFR 100.00
__ Life Member SFR 650.00

For U.S. members, make check payable to SAHS and mail check and form to:
Ernest Thurston Membership Secretary
65 Town Mountain Road
Asheville, NC 28804
Email: Eswisst@gmail.com (mail to: EswissT@gmail.com)
For Overseas members, please contact:
Kurt Morf, Treasurer, Swiss Chapter, at: kurtmorf@aol.com

Membership in the Swiss American Historical Society is open to all.
Each year, members receive three copies of the Swiss American Historical Society Review, a personal copy of each book newly published by the
Society, and an invitation to attend the Society’s national meeting held
consecutively in New York City, Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia.
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